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State Environmental Quality Review
Findings Statement

Pursuant to Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act - SEQR) of the Environmental
Conservation Law and 6 NYCRR Part 617, the                                              as the Lead or an Involved
Agency makes the following findings.

Name of Action:

Description of Action:

Location:

Agency Jurisdiction:

Date Final Environmental Impact Statement Filed:

Facts and Conclusions Relied on to Support the Decision:



Certification To Approve/Fund/Undertake :
Having considered the draft and final Environmental Impact Statement and having considered the

preceding written facts and conclusions relied on to meet the requirements of 6 NYCRR Part 617.11, this
Statement of Findings certifies that:

1. The requirements of 6 NYCRR Part 617 have been met; and

2. Consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations from among the
reasonable alternatives available, the action is the one that avoids or minimizes adverse
environmental impacts to the maximum extent practicable, and that adverse impacts will be
avoided or minimized to the maximum extent practicable by incorporating as conditions to
the decision those mitigative measures that were identified as practicable.

3. (And if applicable) Consistent with the applicable policies of Article 42 of the Executive
Law, as implemented by 19 NYCRR Part 600.5, this action will achieve a balance between
the protection of the environment and the need to accommodate social and economic
considerations.

Name of Agency

Signature of Responsible Official Name of Responsible Official

Title of Responsible Official Date

Address of Agency

cc: Other Involved Agencies
Applicant



Certification To Deny :
Having considered the draft and final Environmental Impact Statement and having considered the

preceding written facts and conclusions relied on to meet the requirements of 6 NYCRR Part 617.11, this
Statement of Findings certifies that:

1. The requirements of 6 NYCRR Part 617 have not been met; and

2. Consistent with social, economic and other essential considerations from among the
reasonable alternatives available, the action is the one that does not avoid or minimize
adverse environmental impacts to the maximum extent practicable, and that adverse
impacts will not be avoided or minimized to the maximum extent practicable by
incorporating as conditions to the decision those mitigative measures that were identified as
practicable.

3. (And if applicable) Consistent with the applicable policies of Article 42 of the Executive
Law, as implemented by 19 NYCRR Part 600.5, this action will not achieve a balance
between the protection of the environment and the need to accommodate social and
economic considerations.

Name of Agency

Signature of Responsible Official Name of Responsible Official

Title of Responsible Official Date

Address of Agency

cc: Other Involved Agencies
Applicant


	leadAgency: Town of Willsboro
	descrAction: In 2008, pursuant to Town Law, the Town of Willsboro Town Board appointed the Willsboro Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee and directed the members to prepare a comprehensive plan as prescribed by New York State Law.  Over the course of the ensuing period, the Town-appointed Steering Committee held periodic public meetings, workshops, and hearings.  The Town is moving forward with adoption proceedings according to the procedures prescribed by New York State Law, including the required consultations with the Essex County Planning Board and Farmland Protection Board and a full SEQRA review.

The Comprehensive Land Use and Action Plan (also known as the comprehensive plan) is a blueprint for the future.  The Plan incorporates a multi-year, intensive citizen-driven process that includes a comprehensive inventory and analysis, civic input and envisioning.  The committee, with consultations from citizens, government officials, organizations, and experts thoroughly reviewed historical, existing, and future conditions and trends affecting the Town for a complete array of demographic, infrastructure, governmental, land use, economic, social, environmental, historical, and cultural concerns.  Surveys were initiated and existing studies were reviewed.  Key informant interviews were conducted, and public meetings held to gather advice and suggestions.  Existing conditions and future trends data were utilized to establish a basis and context for analysis on Willsboro’s social, economic, and physical features (See Comprehensive Plan and Chapters 1-4 of the Community Profile and Atlas Bibliographies).  From this strong basis of information, stakeholders identified, discussed, and mapped options and alternatives.  Each iteration of the plan document considered potential impacts and possible mitigation measures before making draft and final recommendations for action and implementation.  (A similar process will be carried out when implementing the zoning amendments and subdivision law implementation.)  The Steering Committee framed recommendations for Town action including recommendations for revisions to the zoning, subdivision, and onsite sewage disposal laws.  In order to conform the Town’s land use laws to the plan, the Town is also in the process of preparing amendments to the zoning ordinance, subdivision law and onsite sewage disposal ordinance that will be based on the comprehensive plan recommendations.  

The Proposed Action will facilitate the growth of Willsboro into a diverse and vital community of agriculture, commercial/industrial/manufacturing businesses, small businesses, homes, and recreational opportunities located in an appealing setting with great natural beauty, while providing amenities that attract residents, travelers, shoppers, diners, and vacationers.  Recommendations include:

•	Protection of scenic, ecological, forest, agricultural, and open space resources
•	Protection of groundwater and surface water
•	Concentration of development in the hamlet 
•	Encouragement of farming and other business sectors
•	Promotion of affordable housing and provide an array of housing choices at different price levels

The Comprehensive Land Use and Action Plan address the following subject areas that are discussed in detail in the plan and its supporting appendices: 

•	Economic Development
•	Recreation 
•	Community Housing Development
•	Natural Resources
•	Smart Growth
•	Existing and Proposed Land Use 
•	Community Character
•	Infrastructure
•	Transportation
•	Public Facilities and Services

Comprehensive Plan recommendations suggest ways to mitigate growth impacts and improve Willsboro’s outlook and character in terms of physical, environmental, social, and economic conditions and trends. 

The Draft and Final Generic Environmental Impact Statement and the Town of Willsboro Comprehensive Land Use and Action Plan, together with its appendices that include Chapters 1-4 of the Community Profile and Atlas, are integrated and interrelated documents that together, represent the GEIS process and product.  The Town of Willsboro Comprehensive Land Use and Action Plan, together with its appendices that include Chapters 1-4 of the Community Profile and Atlas are incorporated by reference in the GEIS as if they were set forth in their entirety. 

The FGEIS and Town of Willsboro Comprehensive Land Use and Action Plan and all its Appendices can be viewed at 
http://www.townofwillsboro.com/comprehensive-plan.html


	nameAction: Action (Type 1):
Adoption of a Comprehensive Land Use and Action Plan
Town of Willsboro, Essex County, New York


	actionLocation: Town of Willsboro Essex County, New York
	agencyJurisdiction: Lead Agency
	finalEISdate: August 8, 2012
	factsAndConclusions: See LEAD AGENCY'S FINDINGS STATEMENT dated August 14, 2012 v3
Electronic Link:http://www.townofwillsboro.com/comprehensive-plan.html



	nameResponsible: Edward P. Hatch
	reset: 
	titleResponsible: Town Supervisor
	date: 
	agencyAddress: Town of Willsboro 
1 Farrell Road, PO Box 370, Willsboro, NY 12996 



